60th AREA 45 GENERAL SERVICE CONVENTION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
July 13th, 2025
Convention website: https://area45convention.org
We meet on the second Sunday of the month at 9am at the 449 Club and online    
i. Serenity Prayer.  The meeting opened at 9:01 and closed at ~9:55.

ii. Welcome & Introduce Area 45 Panel members in attendance:
a. Is anyone new to the convention? No new members
b. Are there any anniversaries or announcements?  Gerry – 7 yrs.; Joey H. – 24 yrs.

iii. Tradition 7 – Derik W

iv. Committee Reports:
a. Chair – Jess B – We had a great walk through at Bally's.  We are working on a floor plan and will have everything about the setting up of the rooms finalized by November.
Hopefully everyone received the link to vote and had a chance to vote.  The theme for this year is 60 years- Hope, Love, and Peace!!  Now that we have a theme, we can begin to work on a save the date flyer and work on a logo for merchandise.  We can also start announcing the convention and theme at all the meetings we attend!
If you have a check for the Wilson House, please make it out to Area 45 Convention.  If you are only paying for one night today, make sure you bring the remainder that you owe with you to the next convention committee meeting on August 10, so we are all paid in full before the trip.  Also please let us know if you will be staying on Thursday night or coming for dinner on Friday before the meeting.  There is a Friday night dinner before the meeting at the house.  I believe you pay about $20 a person.  They just need an approximate headcount from us.  There are still four rooms open, if you're interested, please let us know today!
b. Co-Chair - Joey H – Bally’s walkthrough was very informative.  (Bonfire at his house on November 26.)

c. Treasurer – Randi J – See attached document.

d. Program – Michelle C/Linda – 3 speakers; 1 local.  Looking for hosts for speakers to help them during the convention.  Linda added to receive minutes and agenda.

e. Registration – Ramon/Jan – Attended walkthrough.  Space for registration is good.

f. Table Manager – Dave R/Laura H – No report

g. Hospitality - Jenn H/Tonette – No report

h. Banquet – Holly M – Now has the theme so can go forward with decorations for banquet.
 
i. Merchandise –   John R./Sharon W- No Report.  Web Committee to send store information for on-line purchasing.
j. Secretary – Pam R- Please send your reports to Pam (Secretary@area45convention.org) for minutes before August meeting.  Confirm your co-chair names listed here.

k. Al-Anon Chair – Mary T – No report.

l. Audio Visual - (Area 45 AV will help)

m. Entertainment (along with yoga) - Kathy M – Same DJ as last year.  Suggesting “Password” game this year.

n. Marathon Meetings – Laura F – No report

o. Public Information – Annie O – No report

p. Set Up and Security - Kevin E- No report

q. Unity – Jim S – Picnic at his house on 9/13/2025.  Rain date 9/14. Bring sides.  Children welcome.

r. Website – Theme is finalized.  Getting logo images. Kelly W. working on “Save the Date” page for home page.

s. Young Peoples –   Rosie – No report. Needs Jake’s (Area 45) contact information.

t. Accessibilities - appointed by Area 45 – Alberto spoke to committee about more inclusivity with the Hispanic community at the convention. Will be discussed at Steering and at the next meeting.

u. Safety Committee – Cris R/Doreen – Went to walk-through at Bally’s to assess floor space.

v. Hotel Liaison - Derik W – Attended walk-through.\

w. Zoom Hybrid – Ron P. – Improve microphone/speaker setup at meetings.

x. Ribbon Table – Holly W, Joe H – no report

y. Open Mic – Ron P. – No report

v. Old Business – Theme and Logo and theme finalized and submitted to Website.  Wilson House - August 15, 16, and 17th.   Rooms are still available.  Please get your money to Randi J. asap.  Steering Committee decided that South Jersey (Gina) is welcome to provide some snacks/drinks for the Marathon Meetings.  Additional food might compete with attendee purchase of Meal Plans.

vi. New Business – 4

a. Laura F - Full Meal plan discounts for early registration?
b. Jean W - Lunch boxes
c. Pat/Alberto - Bilingual speakers and more Spanish speaking participation
d. Ad Hoc Language committee – Steering will discuss on August 7 meeting.
e. Rosie – LGBTQ representation

vii. August 10 Agenda - 
a. Tradition 8 Kelly W
b. Snacks? Mary and Amy

viii. Close with Responsibility Pledge … I am responsible…
